
Dear Friends in Christ,  

BLOCK PARTY  
Our Block Party is coming up on September 28. Save 
the date. It begins with worship at 10 AM. Grilled Ham-
burgers, brats and hotdogs, salads and ice cream sun-
daes are on the menu. Be thinking about who you could 
invite to our Block Party! Pick up a flyer at the narthex 
counter. We’ll need bars, kitchen workers and games 
volunteers on the day of the event. If you’d like to help 
with the planning, come September 2 and 22 at 7 PM. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday School will begin September 7 at 10:30 AM. 
This is for all children age 3 through 6th grade. If you 
are interested in being a helper or sub, contact Dedra  
Zwieg. If you know of someone who might be interest-
ed in Sunday School, pick up a flyer or have them sign 
up on the church website.  

CONFIRMATION 
Our new year of confirmation instruction will begin 
Wednesday, September 3, with meetings for students 
and parents. 6th grade and parents will have an informa-
tional meeting at 6:15 PM with Pastor Lee. Regular 
classes will begin September 10 from 3:30-5:00 PM. 
7th & 8th graders and parents will meet with Pastor Lee 
and Gene Moske at 7 PM on September 3. Class time 
will be from 6-7:30 PM starting September 10. If you 
know of any children interested in confirmation, even if 
they are older than 8th grade, please let me know or in-
vite them to the meeting.  

ACT NIGHTS 
Wednesday ACT Nights for grades 9-12 will begin Sep-
tember 10. We will have an activity time at 6:30 PM 
and food, business and topic at 7:30 PM. Plan to come! 
Friends are welcome! Youth Gathering Report will be 
September 21. 

3RD GRADE BIBLE NIGHT 
We will be giving Bibles to our 3rd graders and any 
older children who have not received a Bible yet. We 
will have a Bible exploration night for 3rd graders and 
parents on Tuesday, September 23 from 6:30-7:30 PM. 
Bibles will be presented during worship on Sept. 28.  

CABIN LOIS SALAD LUNCHEON 
Our annual salad luncheon for Cabin Lois (our adopted 
cabin at Lutheran Island Camp) will be Sunday, Sep-
tember 14 from 10:30-12:30. Please sign up at the nar-
thex counter to bring an ice cream pail or two of salad 
and/or to help at the fundraiser. Hot dogs and ham sand-
wiches will be served along with all kinds of salads. 
Adults are $10 and kids ages 5-12 are $5.  

ACT/JCT CASEY’S OUTING 
Our youth will be going to Casey’s Amusement Park on 
September 21. Meet at church at 1:30 PM. Get more 
information at Confirmation Class, ACT or see Pr Lee. 

BLOODMOBILE 
The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at Immanuel on 
Thursday, September 25 from 12-6. Help us fill up our 
appointment schedule! You can sign up online or you 
can contact the church office.  We also need a few vol-
unteers for the blood drive. Sign up at the narthex coun-
ter or call the office. And we would like to provide a 
lunch for the Red Cross workers. If interested in helping 
feed the 6 workers, contact the office.  

REVELATION BIBLE STUDY 
We will be offering a daytime and an evening Bible 
Study on the book of Revelation beginning the week of 
September 21. The Wednesday morning class will  
begin this study September 24. I’d like to offer an even-
ing study of Revelation at the same time. If you are in-
terested in this study, I’d appreciate hearing from you if 
you have a preference for a Sunday, Tuesday, or Thurs-
day evening class. Revelation is a very interesting book 
of the Bible that has much to say to us about Jesus, 
about heaven, about the end times and about our daily 
lives. I hope you’ll be able to attend one of the classes.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Needed each month in 2025             $23,009.00 

July Offerings                                                $12,024.69 
August Offerings through August 24            $22,008.00 
Offerings under budget through July 31        $43,506.32 

God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Kirk Lee 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
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A Word from The Pastor 
    



IMMANUEL QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING MINUTES 

August 17, 2025                                                                                                                        31 MEMBERS PRESENT 

The meeting was called to order by Ray Caauwe at 10:36 AM with an opening devotion by Pastor Lee.   

The SECRETARY’S REPORT was reviewed and motion carried 

The BOARD OF FINANCE/TREASURER’S REPORT: The 2nd Quarter Financial Report and Dedicated Funds 
Report were read and a motion was made and seconded to approve the reports.  

The BOARD OF ELDERS reported the following 2nd Quarter Official Acts: Baptisms: Jasmine Jerome, James 
Grant Jr., Lainey Beck, Adeline Dumpprope, Croix Alberts Funerals: Lois Boehne, Darlene Hilgren, Beth Wilde. 
Wedding: Scott and DeEtte Peterson. Motion carried to approve the following membership changes: 
Confirmation: Madisyn Fahlin, Sophia Gibson, Aiden Moran, Kellen O’Brien, Katie Pexsa, Tannen Stephan, 
Aaron Vogt. Adult Confirmation: Brian Koehn, Lisa Koehn Transfer In: Lois Boehne from Zion, Alexandria. 
Transfer Out: Riley and Saren Springer to Our Savior, South Windsor, CT. The Board reports Special Needs 
Offering will be September 20-21. The board requests input on applying for a new vicar or looking for other 
options. Reports that Pastor Matt Wood will be here on October 22 at 10AM during Bible study. 

The BOARD OF EDUCATION Reports VBS was held June 8-12 and over 70 kids attended. Reports a new 
director for VBS is needed for next year. Reports Sunday School will begin on September 7. They are looking 
for helpers and subs for Sunday School. Reports confirmation parent/student meetings are on September 3rd. 
Gene Moske and Gene Ward are willing to teach 7th grade Confirmation this year. ACT Report: Youth 
Gathering Report will be on Sunday, September 21. Wednesday classes will resume in September. Oktoberfest 
brat stand at Thousand Lakes Brewery will be Sept 26-27. 

The BOARD OF EVANGELISM Reports Sunday School flyers are available now, and Block Party flyers will be 
available soon. The board requests names of new residents and prospects for potential members.  

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES Reports the kitchen floor, exterior painting, exterior cross, stained glass exterior 
lights and balcony steps projects have been completed. Reports outside sign, driveway patches, basement 
chair area, balcony floor, landscaping maintenance and parsonage railing projects are currently being worked 
on. Reports that a new railing on the west of the church will be installed soon.  

The ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE A motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report. Motion 
carried.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Lutheran Island Camp/Cabin Lois salad luncheon will be on Sunday, September 14 
from 10:30-12:30.  

Facility committee has been appointed, and will meet soon. 

Block Party will be September 28th with worship at 10AM followed by a hamburger/hotdog/brat meal and 
music & games. Proceeds from the block party will be given to Jackson Drum. The committee requests $1,000 
from the Thrivent Choice Fund to be used for the block party. A motion was made and seconded to approve 
the request. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: Ardine Zimmer Memorial General fund loan - The council recommends that a drive be held in 
October to repay the $10,000 loan that was needed to cover operating costs. A nominating committee will be 
put together to help get names on the ballot for church council positions needing to be filled.  

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn with prayer at 11:15 AM 

Tiffany Springer, Secretary 



September - August USHERING SCHEDULE 
Following is the schedule for the next two months for ushering, greeting, and acolyting. Greeters will also help 
with the offering. A post card will be sent to you about 10 days ahead to remind you. 
If you cannot serve on your assigned time, please try to find someone to take your place. If that doesn’t work, call 
Arvid Hoppe, 320-766-3904 or Byron Herdman, 701-371-5139 the co-head ushers, if you are scheduled for 
Sunday or midweek; or the church office, if you are scheduled for Saturday. 
In order for these activities to work smoothly please be at church 30 minutes ahead of the beginning of service. 
Arvid or Byron will explain the procedure to you for Sundays and midweek services, Pastor for Saturdays. Thank 
you! 

DATE              USHER           GREETER    ACOLYTE 
 
SEPTEMBER 
6 Sandi Rud            Braedyn Tvrdik 
7 Don & Grace Rubner    Joey Rud Family      Annabelle Koehn 
13 Robin Samuelson   Elliana Hammack 
14 Leon & Cindy Wunderlich    Josh & Brittany Rud Family    Gage Rud 
20 Corey & Holly Wendland       Nolan Wendland 
21 Kevin & Sherry Wendt      Andrew & Allie Wendt Family   Aaron Vogt 
27 Chris & Jen Thomas  Tannen Stephan 
28 (10 AM) Dustin & Sheila Schilling    Ray & Kathy Caauwe Luke Schilling  
 
OCTOBER 
4 Brian & Heather Wittrock    Sophia Gibson 
5 Jason Schroeder Family   Cheryl Scott Karson Schroeder 
11 Beth Welch    Kaitlyn O’Brien 
12 Brad & Sam Warzecha Family, Jeff Riedel  Mary Springer & Mark Pierce  Sophia Warzecha 
18 Ronnie Turchin Family       Averyanna Hammack 
19 Lynn & Bonnie Adam  Josh & Alexandra Wilde Reagan Pexsa 
25 Todd & Kayla Gaarsland Family   Kason Gaarsland 
26 Tony & Tonya Woodworth   Nathan & Laura Westad Family  Tenley Westad 
 
NOVEMBER  
1 Russ & Nancy Sowers     Marvin Bettermann 
2 Derek & Erin Bolland    Mike & Sylvia Skrogstad Harper Bolland  
 
 



September Anniversaries 
Mitch & Stacey Ahlers              9-2-2000 
Steve & Christina Martinson 9-2-1995 
David & Peggy Winter  9-2-1972 
Cody & Kari Tvrdik   9-3-2022 
Greg & Joyce Iverson  9-6-1980 
Jerry & Cindy Petricca  9-6-2014 
Dale & Vicki Downing    9-7-1974 
Corey & Tara Jensen  9-7-2002 
Paul & Maureen Diedrich 9-8-2001 
Greg & Tammy Larson    9-9-2000 
Kris & Amanda Rathcke  9-10-2011 
Sam & Michelle Woida    9-10-1994 
Chad & Erryn Knapp                  9-11-2021 
Alex & Maggie Looker               9-11-2021 
Scott & Ashley Iverson    9-13-2014 
Michael & Missy Wendt 9-13-2003 
Scott & Kristin Gerads  9-17-2022 
Ray & Kathy Caauwe  9-18-1976 
Tim & Becky Lee  9-18-2004 
Fred & Claudia Liljegren 9-20-1980 
Shane & Molly Pauly   9-21-2013 
Kevin & Karis South  9-22-2018 
Lyle & Ines Ashbaugh    9-23-1967 
Jarret & Brooklyn Martinson      9-25-2021 
Josh & Alexandra Wilde 9-26-2020 
Todd & Kayla Gaarsland 9-27-2008 
Ron & Shirley Zaun  9-28-1968 
Jodi & Charlie Klimek    9-30-1989 

September Birthdays 
Jake Martin   9-1 
Mindy Meissner  9-1 
Sheila Schilling   9-1 
Dennis Stende   9-1 
Gabriel Gerads   9-2 
Megan Hansen   9-2 
Kaitlyn Kastner   9-3 
Gage Rud   9-3 
Kim Moske   9-4 
Grant Nygaard   9-4 
Croix Alberts   9-5 
Paislee Mikel                               9-5 
Abby Gappa                                9-6 
Jayden Gylsen   9-6 
Liliana Lammle   9-6 
Anthony Payne   9-6 
Kylie Jacobson   9-7 
Erin Penrose   9-7 
Rebecca Ahlers   9-8 
Lyle Ashbaugh   9-8 
Aaron Cook   9-8 
Derek Cook   9-8 
CJ Marotto   9-8 
Elizabeth Turchin   9-8 
Kari Tvrdik    9-8 
Rayven Aune   9-9 

Kathy Nelson   9-9 
Karis South   9-9 
Jon Froemming   9-10 
Amanda Krull   9-11 
Graham Larson   9-11 
Sophia Warzecha  9-11 
Heidi Lucht   9-12 
Ralph Samuelson  9-12 
Aubrey Duberowski  9-13 
Brendan Koep   9-13 
Ashlee Mikel   9-13 
Tony Woodworth  9-13 
BJ Dodds   9-14 
Michael Harstad Jr.  9-14 
Tammy Broker   9-15 
Andrew Hunter   9-15 
Deborah Marquard  9-15 
Morgan Lammle  9-16 
Steve Payne   9-16 
Brandon Moats   9-17 
Corey Wendland  9-18 
BreAnna Johanson  9-19 
Makayla Magney  9-19 
Michael Wendt   9-20 
Mya Adickes   9-21 
Jennessa Fitzgerald  9-21 
Darcy Peppersack  9-21 
Mason Schroeder  9-21 
Hunter Schulke   9-22 
Donna Karger    9-23 
Ken Rauscher   9-23 
Brad Warzecha   9-23 
Erin Bolland   9-24 
Will Dodds   9-24 
Hali Koep   9-24 
Gale Riedel   9-24 
Alisha Kinzle   9-25 
Jeff Blake   9-26 
Brian Schulke   9-26 
Kelsey Somerville  9-26 
Chavous Wendt   9-26 
Dennis Hardekopf  9-27 
Hannah Potratz   9-27 
Sylvia Brunson   9-28 
Robert Curtis Jr.  9-28 
Gary Diekow   9-28 
Gale Iverson   9-28 
James Kastner   9-28 
Jayden Olson   9-28 
Sheena Hachman  9-29 
Darlene Wilke   9-29 
Isaiah Finbraaten   9-30 
Joyce Iverson   9-30 
Arnold Swipies   9-30 

If your September birthday or anniversary is not 
listed, please inform the church office. 
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Lutheran Island Camp 
From the Director's Desk 

Sacred Summits: Coming Down the Mountain 

What a summer it has been on the Island! Under the theme Sacred Summits we were reminded that God 
meets His people in high places—sometimes literally on mountaintops, but always in His Word and promises. 
We give thanks for the ways He has been at work in campers, families, and staff as hearts were lifted to Him 
and faith grew stronger. 
God also provided in practical and visible ways. The rains He sent watered not only the new grass planted 
after the remodel but also the seeds of faith sown in the hearts of young and old alike. Our new spaces have 
been filled with laughter, learning, and prayer, and many campers enjoyed good rest on brand-new 
mattresses—an overlooked but very real blessing after a full day of camp activities! 
As summer winds down, we come down from the “mountain” together, just as Peter, James, and John did after 
the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–9). But the work of ministry continues. We are excited to share that we 
have received a $50,000 matching gift to help us continue beautifying the Island and ensuring it remains a 
place where people encounter the Lord for generations to come. Would you prayerfully consider helping us 
meet this match? 
We are deeply grateful for your prayers, encouragement, and generosity. Together we are building on God’s 
promises: 

• “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who 
made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1–2) 

Thank you for being part of this sacred journey with us. The view from the summit has been beautiful—but 
the path ahead is filled with promise, too. 

See you on the Island, 

Stacy 
Executive Director 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Program Corner 
New Opportunities Ahead 
Change always brings opportunity, and we’re excited to share one with you. As Olivia embarks on some 
wonderful new life changes, Lutheran Island Camp is seeking a Program Director to join our ministry team. 
This role is a unique chance to step into the excitement of our remodeled spaces, helping shape and develop 
new programs that will bless campers and guests for years to come. If you—or someone you know—has a 
heart for Christ-centered ministry and a passion for building meaningful experiences, we’d love to connect. 
You can learn more by visiting our website at www.islandcamp.org, or by contacting Stacy at 
licdirector@islandcamp.org or 218-583-2905. 
Meanwhile, programs on the Island continue strong! Our Confirmation Retreats are a wonderful opportunity 
for youth from your congregation to meet others who share their faith while enjoying the fun and fellowship 
the Island is known for. Keep an eye out for details about our upcoming Men’s and Women’s Retreats, which 
will be announced soon. And for our quilters—don’t miss the chance to enjoy the bright, beautiful new ERC at 
our Quilt Retreats, January 21–25 and April 8–12. 
And don’t forget—everyone can pitch in at our Fall Work Day on October 
11th! We’ll have projects for all ages and abilities, and lunch is included. Please 
let us know you’re coming by calling 218-583-2905 so we can prepare enough 
food for everyone. 

The Lord has blessed the Island with new spaces, new opportunities, and 
faithful friends like you. Thank you for being part of what God is doing here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.islandcamp.org 

Lutheran Island Camp | 45011 230th St | Henning, MN 56551 US 

https://wkamjy4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kgr64sy7Gbjr9tgpqD9qXYFyXxvNi9XI5VdhtVIZLIA-yq76hWWltdPLlMtNedG7xi6_7te21Nmu8uQzwDpZzSvgv1pkNLMtx1PjY0GBsC_PHiU0GLRwRKt1-adm-OSF9aBleL_jEZLuIfMln-Zqgpv-TCZnJQpT&c=5CF7Jx5TXzgZ4ukShPR72VwTRYEpXR-BViRfDaqQjaWHdARmasKtTw==&ch=5iDG8y1HPNpR9K1mdwREzy0a26IlO0AGy4nXYT7MCflmFYeo1-Ct_w==
http://www.islandcamp.org/
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 The Wood Family home service sched-
ule is coming into shape. So far we have 
over twenty events scheduled with more 
in the works. If you find yourself near 
one of our presentations do not hesitate 
to reach out and connect with us! 

A Ministry of the Whole Church 

 What is home service? The LCMS has 
international workers all over the world, 
but this is not just the ministry of indi-
vidual pastors, teachers, and others. It is 
the ministry of our whole Church. So 
families like mine make a special effort 
to foster partnerships with individuals 
and congregations to more effectively 
and personally share in the ministry of 
the Gospel around the world. Every two 
or three years we return to the US to re-
new these partnerships that make this 
ministry not only possible but whole. 
These partnerships are not only a source 
of funds. They are that, but so much 
more they are a source of strength, en-
couragement, prayer, and support that is 
vital to us as we serve you and the 
church in Asia.   

Schedule 

September 
10 Arrive LAX 
14  First Lutheran, Lake Elsinore, CA 
16-17 Concordia Symposium, St. Louis, MO 
21 St. John  Lutheran, Drake, MO 

Pilgrim Lutheran, Chamois, MO 
23 Ascension, Saint Louis, MO  
25 Reconnect LCMS IC, Saint Louis, MO 

Concordia, Maplewood, MO 
27-28  Christ Lutheran, Normal, IL
October
5  Good Shepherd, Roanoke, VA 
8 Saint Paul’s Mechanicsville, VA 
12  Saint Paul’s Perham, MN 
13 Circuit Meeting, Detroit Lakes, MN 
14-15 Bible Studies St. John Perham, MN 
15 
19 
21
22
26
 

Saint Paul Chapel, Perham, MN  
Zion Lutheran, Parkers Prairie
Circuit Pastors, Leaf Valley, MN
Immanuel Lutheran, Parkers Pr
Glory of Christ, Plymouth, MN 

November 

2-8 
9 
10

11 
16 
22 
23 
30

LCMS Asia Work Group, Taiwan 
Covenant, Milwaukee, WI 
LWML Peace, Neenah, WI* 
Circuit Meeting, Milwaukee, WI 
Christ Lutheran, Marshfield, WI 
Mission Central, Mapleton, IA 
Faith, Sioux City, IA 
Open—Des Moines 

December 

3 
7 
8 

Open—Des Moines / STL 
Open—LA or STL 
Depart LAX 

THE WOOD FAMILY 

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor,  Caroline, 
and Kermit live in Medan, Indonesia. 
Matthew serves as an Area Facilitator for 
the Office of International Mission Asia 
Region involved in LCMS work in Japan, 
Taiwan, South Korea, Indonesia, and 
Australia. In Indonesia he supports The 
Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church 
(GKLI), by mentoring pastors, providing 
continuing education, and managing 
mercy and translation projects.  

HOME  SERVICE  UPDATE

GIVE NOW & 

KEEP US IN INDONESIA! 
SCAN BELOW  

OR TEXT 

‘LCMSWOOD’ TO 41-444 

OR MAIL IN A CHECK 

Payable to: 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
Saint Louis, MO 63166-6861 
On the memo line include: 

Wood-Indonesia 



PRAYERS 
SUPPLICATION 

• For Matthew’s safe travel to 
Australia 20-24 August. 

• For OIM Asia Region leader-
ship during the time of our 
Regional Director and Re-
gional Business Manager 
transition. 

• Home Service planning that 
we would be given the ener-
gy and opportunity to joyful-
ly share about the work God 
is accomplishing in Asia. 

• For new congregations in 
Indonesia and Australia that 
the Lord would bless the 
proclamation of the Gospel 
and increase His Kingdom. 

• For Matthew’s upcoming 
PhD comprehensive exam. 
That study would be fruitful 
and the examination would 
go well.  

 

THANGKSGIVING 

• For safety during travels to 
Sri-Lanka in July. 

• For new friendships forming 
in the new neighborhood. 

• For Matthew’s extended time 
at home without travel.  

• For our 15th wedding Anni-
versary and for Kali’s recent 
birthday and all the rich 
blessings God has given to 
our marriage and to our fami-
ly in Kali. 

  

FAMILY UPDATE 

COMING UP 

Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline 
completed 6th grade, 2nd grade, 
and kindergarten. They didn’t 
get much of a summer break 
though as Kali has already begun 
our next school year in anticipa-
tion of the interruptions that 
home service will cause.  

One of the goals that we had 
when we moved into our new 
neighborhood was to connect 
better with the local community. 
Just a few blocks away from our 
house is a weekly pick up game 
of ultimate frisbee. Matthew and 
Laurel like to play and Caroline 
comes to watch. It has been a 
great opportunity to get to know 
some of the people around the 
neighborhood and great exercise 
to boot! 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this 
newsletter write to: 

Matthew.Wood@lcms.org 
with ADD or REMOVE in the subject line. 

After the hectic travel schedule in 
April and May, our family has been 
thankful for some rest and catch up 
over the last two months. I have had 
only one short international trip and 
been focusing on studying for PhD 
comprehensive examination, work 
with the GKLI, and hanging out with 
family. The heat turns up though at 
the end of August. It all gets kicked off 
with a visit from my boss Dr. Brian 
Gauthier who arrives in Medan on 10 
August. 

Australia 

Lutheran Mission Australia is holding 
their inaugural pastors’ conference 20-
24 August. The topics of discussion 
will center around Communion Fel-
lowship. I have been invited to speak 
to the group after dinner on the first 
evening. I plan to explore the biblical 
concept of vindication and its im-
portance for proclaiming the Gospel. I 
will attend the whole conference and 
return to Medan just in time to cele-
brate Caroline’s Birthday. Four days 
later its off to the highlands of Su-
matera. 

 Indonesia 

The GKLI and the LCMS continue to 
pursue a recognition of full altar and 
pulpit fellowship. To that end the 
LCMS is sending the Office of Church 
Relations to host a pastors’ conference 
from 1-5 September. Most of the 
presentations will be carried out by 
Pastors Jonathan Shaw and Michael 
Frese, this will be their third visit to 
Indonesia. I will have the opportunity 
to lead worship and preach.  

The LCMS group will then visit the 
GKLI seminary and central office on 
Sunday. The Church Relations guys fly 
back and I make the drive down the 
mountain home. I get one day of rest 
before we fly to the United States as a 
family. 

United States 

We’ll be bouncing around California, 
Missouri, Virginia, Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, and Iowa during our time in the 
states. In addition to our reconnect 
with our gracious partners we will be 
spending time with family and friends.  



August Update - Big Moments & Big Moves Ahead 
 

 

 

 

1 Testimony  
10 Students Got Baptized!  

Last week, we had the joy of baptizing 10 of our students! After just four 
weeks in Discipleship Training School (DTS), each of these students made 
a personal decision to follow Jesus and publicly declare their faith. 
That week’s teaching was on “Following Jesus,” which challenged 
students to surrender what holds them back and fully commit to what He’s 
calling them to. There’s no greater commitment than saying “yes” to 
following Jesus for a lifetime—and that’s exactly what these 10 students 
chose to do. It was powerful to witness, and we feel honored to be part of 
what God is doing in their lives. 

 

2 Updates 
Our School Is Running  
It’s now been over a month since our Summer DTS began. Jacob is 
leading the school—overseeing both students and staff—for the first time. 
It’s been a stretching experience, and not without challenges. We've had 
four students leave for various reasons: some left by choice, and others 
were asked to leave for not meeting the expectations of the program. 
Even so, we feel that God is refining the group He wants here, and we’re seeing growth and 
momentum increase each week. So far, the students have learned about a variety of foundational 
topics, including the character and nature of God, how to hear His voice, and what it means to live 
with a biblical worldview. 

Jacy Is Coaching  
While Jacob is leading the school, Jacy continues to lead our admissions department—getting 
students into our programs. On top of that, she helps lead daily CrossFit-style workouts for the 
students. These workouts are more than just fitness—they’re designed to 
teach physical discipline that mirrors the spiritual discipline students 
are growing in during DTS. 
She recently also began coaching a group of five missionaries around 
the world in virtual CrossFit classes twice a week. Her heart is to use 
fitness as a platform to open doors for the Gospel to go to the nations—
equipping missionaries to connect with others, build trust, and share 
Jesus in new and creative ways. 



3 Things to Come 
1 Heading to the Middle East  
Speaking of going to the nations—we’re heading to the Middle East! In our last update, we shared 
plans to visit our outreach teams this fall for pastoral debriefs. But in recent weeks, God began to 
redirect our path. Our YWAM campus recently pioneered a new base in the Middle East, where they 
just completed their first DTS and are preparing to launch their second this fall. When a need arose 
for someone to lead that upcoming school, we took time to pray, seek counsel, and listen. After 
much consideration, we said yes. 
We’ll be flying out in mid-September and plan to be there for about 2.5 months. It’s a big 
assignment—especially coming straight off leading the current school—but we believe God has 
clearly spoken. We’re trusting Him for the grace and strength we’ll need in this next season. 

 
2 Visiting Family & Time to Rest  

With that big trip on the horizon, we’re trying to be intentional about rest 
and connection. Over the next few weekends, we’re planning to spend 
time with both of our families and carve out some time for just the two 
of us to rest and recharge before we cross the pond. 

3 Jacob Teaching in Utah  

Before the students launch into outreach, we’ll be taking them on an Adventure Week in Moab, 
Utah—including canyoneering (rock climbing through narrow canyons!). Jacob will serve as the 
primary speaker, preparing 12 hours of teaching on missions, evangelism, and outreach 
preparation. Please pray for wisdom, clarity, and impact as he prepares and delivers this teaching. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please join us in praying for: 

• For the students baptized: Pray these 10 students continue to grow deeply in their faith and walk closely 
with Jesus every day. 

• For the Summer DTS: Pray for perseverance, unity, and spiritual growth among the students and staff as 
they navigate challenges and learn more about God. 

• For Jacob: Pray for wisdom, strength, and grace as he leads the current DTS and preps his teaching for the 
upcoming week in Utah. 

• For the upcoming DTS in the Middle East: Pray for clear direction as we prepare for this new season of 
leadership. 

• For rest and family time: Pray that we find meaningful moments of rest and connection with family before 
the busy months ahead. 
 
Thank you for praying with us and standing with us in this season. Your prayers truly make a difference! 

 

Our mailing address is: 
Jacob and Jacy Frenzen 

6135 Briarcliff RD 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
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I  n the last two newsletters I have described how sojourners interact with Christ  
through worship, catechesis, and conference learning. This newsletter continues 
that story.   
     The two Chinese ladies previously mentioned continue in their newly-found 
Christian embrace of worship and catechesis. In fact, for various reasons, both have 
decided to move into living quarters closer to that Tokyo confessional Lutheran 
congregation. 
     After worship, Pastor Nakamoto provides catechesis in Japanese for the two 
women from the translation of our 1943 LCMS Catechism using occasional support 
from Chinese speaking members of the congregation. If the pastor is called away on 
other matters, one of the well-established women of the church leads catechesis for 
the women with a younger woman of the congregation assisting. 
     One of the two Chinese ladies has continued in regular worship. The other has 
thankfully found her own gainful employment, which unfortunately, also keeps her 
busy on some Sundays. 
     On my last visit to that congregation, both of the Chinese women were unable to 
attend, but the younger assisting member had brought her own non-Lutheran 
Japanese friend to worship for the first time. 
     As usual, the newcomer was invited to stay for a small group church lunch for 
fellowship, friendship, and for her first Lutheran catechesis.  
     That day, because Pastor Nakamoto was leading a separate online bible study, the 
small group of women asked me—on the spur of the moment—to provide a 
beginner’s catechesis class in Japanese for this new attendee.  
     What a blessing to see the whole congregation working together to embrace this 
new attendee, just like the previous two Chinese ladies! 

(The picture above shows Pastor Nakamoto in relaxed clothing following up 
with the newcomer and the small group after his online class was over.) 
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Thanksgiving and Prayer:  
 
• thanksgiving for the expanding 
fellowship made possible by every 
member of Christ’s Body, the 
Church, working with one accord, in 
accordance with his will; 
 
• prayer that God may richly bless 
the two Chinese women and the 
Japanese newcomer through his 
Word and Sacraments as they 
associate with members of his holy 
house, the Church; 
 
• thanksgiving that God has 
graciously provided spiritual fruit 
from the May conference in the 
formation of a new members’ 
catechism instruction class; 
 
• thanksgiving for God’s blessings at 
our four current worship sites: 
Shinjuku (twice a month), Yokosuka 
(once a month), Numata (once a 
month), Osaka (once a month); 
 
• thanksgiving and prayer for our 
LCMS Asia regional director Rev. 
Charles Ferry (who completed his 
responsibilities in that capacity on 
June 30), our LCMS Asia business 
manager Sam Borgwardt (who 
recently announced the completion 
of his responsibilities for OIM), our 
area facilitator Rev. Matthew Wood 
(continuing), and our fellow LCMS 
Asia missionaries each with 
individual challenges and blessings, 
especially during times of personnel 
transition; 
 
• prayer for our interim regional 
director, Rev. Dr. Brian Gauthier, 
serving in this role in addition to his 
role as OIM Managing Director; 
 
• thanksgiving for the faithful 
prayers and support provided by our 
LCMS Jastram-Asia mission partners. 
 

[OR] Mail your tax-deductible gift to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to: 
The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod 

Mark checks: 
“Support of Asia-Jastram” 

YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our continued mission work in Japan: regular services at 
our worship sites, translation of theological resources, and nurturing relations with 
local Lutheran pastors facing individual challenges to the faith. We are humbly 
grateful for your continued prayers and support. We couldn’t do it without you.  
Thank you! Your missionaries, Dan and Joan Jastram 

“Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD? What has straw  
in common with wheat?” 

(Jeremiah 23:29a, 28b, Pentecost Proper 15C, Liturgical Verse). 

Conference Yielding Its Fruit   As a direct result of our May conference, 
the Kobari Niigata congregation has begun a new members’ catechism instruction 
class. Here’s the story. 
     Because the conference lodging included rooms for varying numbers of occupants, 
one room had three long-term women members from a Tokyo congregation lodging 
with one unbaptized, ninety-year-old woman from the Kobari Niigata congregation.  
     In the course of conference sessions, breaks, meals, and daily routines, they 
learned that the unbaptized woman had been worshipping at Kobari Niigata already 
for four years because she loves the church music of liturgy and hymns. 
     “Have you asked to be baptized?” they inquired. “Not yet,” she responded. “You 
should get baptized,” they encouraged. And so, through the conference God provided 
the impetus to start a new members’ catechism instruction class at the Kobari Niigata 
church a few weeks later, not only for the unbaptized woman, but also for two others 
who had not yet studied the catechism thoroughly.  

To support this LCMS mission work: 
 

Give securely online through the LCMS page:  
lcms.org/givenow/jastram 

(Kobari Niigata church gathering with Pastor Wakabayashi and guests.) 

Christ and Culture   The image on the left is an 
acrylic painting by our catechumen living in Osaka. As a 
3D digital artist working in the gaming industry, he 
wanted to create a gift for his mother in Sweden with a 
clear Christian message. Notice how Christ’s death 
defeats Death itself as represented by the skull. 
     On the other hand, the image below on the right 
shows a cucumber and an eggplant standing on 
chopsticks with two wheat noodles draped over each. 
The Japanese obon festival message 
here is that when the spirits of your 
ancestors visit, you welcome them 
with special food and family 
gatherings, then send them home 
on their symbolic horse and oxen.  

https://www.lcms.org/givenow/jastram






SEPTEMBER 2025 
Sunday                     Monday        Tuesday                     Wednesday               Thursday       Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Pastor Lee 338-5351 
Church Office 338-2511 

  Charlie/Jodi Klimek, Cust. 338-2929 
   

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
  7:00 Block Party 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
  6:15 6th Grade Confirmation 
          Meeting 
7:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
        Meeting 

9:00 Footcare 
1:00 LWML 

  2:00 Women’s 
  Bible Study 

 7:00 Worship 
w/Communion 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
  9:00   Worship w/Communion, also 
              Livestreamed 
10:00  Coffee 
10:30  Sunday School  
  7:00   Service on Cable Ch 14 

 7:30 
 Dartball @ 
 Bartlett    
 

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
   

  10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 

  6:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
6:30 ACT Class 

 11:00 Iona 
Wood Memorial  
 Service 
  

 7:00 Worship  
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
    9:00  Worship, also Livestreamed  
  10:30-12:30 Cabin Lois Luncheon 
  10:30   Sunday School  
  7:00   Service on Cable Ch 14 

   8:30 Winkel at 
  Immanuel 
  
 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom 
3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 

  6:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
6:30 ACT Class 
 

  1:00 
 Ministerium   
 1:30 Widows 
   & Singles 
  Share & Care 
  Day 
 

 7:00 Worship 
  w/Communion, 
  Special Needs 
  Offering 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
    9:00   Worship w/Communion, also 
               Livestreamed, Special Needs  
               Offering 
10:00  Coffee  
10:30  Sunday School & ACT Report 
  1:30  ACT/JCT to Caseys  
  7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

 7:00 Block  
Party Meeting 

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
 11:00 St William’s 
 Communion  
 6:30 3rd Grade Bible 
          Night 
 

 10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
  3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 
  6:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
6:30 ACT Class 

  12-6 
  Bloodmobile 

5 PM ACT 
 Oktoberfest 
 Food stand  
 

 12:00 ACT 
 Oktoberfest Food 
 stand 
7:00 Worship 

  

28 29 30     
  10:00  Block Party Worship,  
             also Livestreamed  
  11:00  Block Party Dinner 
    12-2  Block Party Music & Games 
  7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14                                               

  
  
 

Fall Pastors  

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
   
 
 
             Conference 

    

The Lutheran Hour 
WCCO Mpls 830 6:05 AM           KWAD Wadena 920/1430 8:30 AM           KXRA Alex 1490/100.3 6:30 AM           KFGO Fargo 790/94.1 7:30 AM 

KWAD Wadena 920/1430 8:30 AM           KPRM Staples 94.7 9:30 AM           KMRS Morris 1230/107.7 12:30 PM 
 



Immanuel Lutheran Church     
           The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

   P.O. BOX 66—PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA 56361 

 

    Forwarding & Address Correction Requested 

Blood Drive 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

709 S Douglas Ave—Parkers Prairie 

Thursday, September 25 

12:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

Appt/Info: Call 1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767)  

 visit RedCrossBlood.org or scan the QR Code 

 

 

Hot dogs & chips available for kids  

Adults - $10 

    Ages 5-12 - $5 

    Preschool - Free 

Proceeds go to Cabin Lois at  

Block Party September 28  

Worship at 10 AM, Dinner at 11 AM, Music, Games and Drawings 12-2 PM 
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