
Dear Friends in Christ,  

VBS THANK YOU 
A big thank you to everyone who helped with Vacation 
Bible School. We had a lot of volunteers and appreciate 
the gifts and skills of each one. We had over 70 children 
come to VBS. We are thankful for each of them and the 
opportunity to learn, praise and play together.  

VICAR UPDATE 
We are still on track to receive a vicar this summer. The 
potential vicar has just finished a short term intensive 
class that will enable him to be eligible for vicarage. We 
will likely know for sure in the next week. August 1 
may be his start date. He will live in the parsonage at 
Carlos. Please keep him in your prayers.  

PARKING LOT SERVICES 
We are holding parking lot services on the last Sundays 
of June, July and August. Each service will include Ho-
ly Communion. The Saturday services will be inside. 
Join us in your car in our east parking lot.  

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH CONFERENCE 
Higher Things is an organization in our church that 
holds youth conferences at 2-4 sites each summer. We 
will be attending the Higher Things Conference at Port-
land, Oregon. We will travel by Amtrak, leaving July 20 
and returning July 28. Please keep this group of 15 in 
your prayers for safe travel and that they will be blessed 
and grow in their faith at this conference. Who Am I? is 
the conference theme, which explores our identity as a 
child of God, as a member of my family and in the 
world.  

CHURCH CLEANING 
Our annual church cleaning will be the week of July 8. 
There will be a group of people cleaning the kitchen 
July 11 at 8 AM. You are welcome to join them or to 
come any day or evening that week to clean any area in 
church. There will be a list in the kitchen of areas that 
need cleaning. There will also be a place to list areas 
that you clean. Working together we can make our facil-
ity look better.  

 

STREET WORK 
The city is replacing utilities and repaving the streets on 
our south and west. These streets will be completely 
torn up in a couple of weeks. Please watch for construc-
tion equipment and workers.  

MICHAEL THOMAS TO PREACH  
Michael Thomas, a member of our congregation who is 
a student at Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in St Catharines, Ontario, will be preaching for our wor-
ship services on July 6-7 and July 20-21. There is a tra-
dition that the first time a seminary student preaches in 
his home congregation, there is a door offering received 
to show support and appreciation. We will do that the 
weekend of July 6-7. His finance, Bea Reinhardt, will 
be spending the next several weeks here. They will be 
married in December in Gowanstown, Ontario.  

VOTERS MEETING 
Our Quarterly Voters Meeting will be held July 14 at 
10:30 AM. Church Council will meet July 11 at 7 PM.  

NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
We will be welcoming new members to our congrega-
tion during worship on July 14. They will be joining by 
confirmation, profession of faith and transfer of mem-
bership. If you know of anyone interested in joining Im-
manuel, contact the office.  

PHELPS MILL 
Phelps Mill is July 13-14. Our youth have a hamburger 
and pie food stand. All families with youth, please re-
spond to the email signup or call the church office. Any 
other adults interested in helping, contact the office.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Needed each month in 2024   $21,848.00 

May Offerings                                                $15,936.00 
June Offerings through June 23                     $13,580.90 
Offerings under budget through May 31       $11,542.09  

God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Kirk Lee 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 

PASTOR KIRK LEE     Office: 218.338.2511    Cell: 218.639.1947  

Fax: 218.338.5106     Parsonage: 218.338.5351  

Secretary email: immanuel@midwestinfo.net     Pastor email: ilcpp@midwestinfo.net    

Website: www.immanuelparkersprairie.com 
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July-August USHERING SCHEDULE 
Following is the schedule for the next two months for ushering, greeting, and acolyting. Greeters will also help 
with the offering. A post card will be sent to you about 10 days ahead to remind you. 
If you cannot serve on your assigned time, please try to find someone to take your place. If that doesn’t work, call 
Arvid Hoppe, 320-766-3904 or Byron Herdman, 701-371-5139 the co-head ushers, if you are scheduled for 
Sunday or midweek; or the church office, if you are scheduled for Saturday. 
In order for these activities to work smoothly please be at church 30 minutes ahead of the beginning of service. 
Arvid or Byron will explain the procedure to you for Sundays and midweek services, Pastor for Saturdays. Thank 
you! 

DATE              USHER           GREETER    ACOLYTE 
 
JULY 
6    Gerads Family          Elliana Hammack 
7    Greg & Amy Riedel Family  Joyce Malmgren           Katie Pexsa 
13  Carol Klimek, Marilyn Johnson  Kellen O’Brien 
14  Jason Schroeder Family     Delbert & Linda Moske    Madisyn Fahlin 
20  James & Tina Kastner                         Tannen Stephan 
21  Michael & Missy Wendt Family   Judy Nelson     McKayla Vogt 
27  Mike & Kari McDaniel   Ryker Springer 
28  Parking Lot 
 
AUGUST 
3   Jacqui Neitzert   Sophia Gibson 
4    Brian & Heather Wittrock Family   Wiitanen Family  Grace Gustafson 
10  Tim & Sarah Alberts   Gage Rud 
11   Lynn & Bonnie Adam   Glen & Dawn Olson Family   Jayden Olson 
17  Mitch & Stacy Ahlers     Becca Ahlers 
18  John & Linda Barrows  Russ & Nancy Sowers Luke Schilling  
24  Garry Clark   Billy Bastyr 
25  Parking Lot 
31  Kris & Amanda Rathcke   Chloe Rathcke 
Sept 1  Gene Moske, Richard Rodenborn  Tony & Tonya Woodworth Family Aidan Moran 



July Anniversaries 
Steve & Terri Payne  7-1-1978 
Ken & Wilma Rauscher  7-3-1971 
Kirk & Karen Lee  7-4-1992 
Jeff & Nicole Meissner  7-6-2019 
Corey & Holly Wendland 7-7-2007 
Derek & Erin Bolland  7-9-2005 
Robert & Evon Hanson  7-13-1996 
Dwayne & Janell Woodbridge 7-14-2007 
James & Tina Kastner  7-16-1994 
Mike & Kari McDaniel  7-16-1988 
Greg & Amy Riedel  7-16-1994 
Russ & Nancy Sowers  7-16-1994 
Scott & Kelsie Somerville 7-17-2021 
Riley & Saren Springer               7-17-2021 
Rich & Nancy Knutson  7-20-1974 
David & Savanna Fahlin 7-21-2007 
Greg & Jolene Samuelson 7-23-1983 
Kevin & Sherry Wendt  7-23-1994 
Brandon & Kimberly Crawford 7-26-2014 
Ryan & Jessica Peppersack  7-29-2023 

July Birthdays 
Dartanyon Grattan   7-1 
Jean Ost   7-1 
Grant Riedel   7-1 
Sheila Thoennes  7-1 
Preston Harstad   7-2 
Mary Hunter   7-2 
Brady La Van   7-2 
Brett La Van   7-2 
Tanya Makela   7-2 
Star Meredith    7-2 
Samantha Prechel  7-2 
Susan Lammle   7-4 
Rebecca Iverson  7-6 
Aubrey South   7-6 
Jared Sowers   7-6 
Dawn Stach   7-6 
Nicole Bettermann  7-7 
Jim Duberowski  7-7 
Wayne Johnson                           7-7 
Chris Moske   7-7 
Liam Wark   7-7 
Valerie Jahnke   7-8 
Mike McDaniel   7-8 
Shelly Riedel   7-8 
Greg Samuelson  7-8 
Greg Larson   7-9 
Bill Uhde   7-9 
Audrey Jensen   7-10 
Cody Iverson   7-13 
Wade Iverson   7-13 
Siobahn Dodds   7-14 
Audie Kruse   7-14 
Jessica McKane   7-14 
Breanna Pexsa   7-14 

Dallas Schulke   7-14 
Rebekah Harstad  7-15 
Shirley Zaun   7-15 
Paul Downing   7-16 
Derek Eggert   7-16 
Lorraine Riedel   7-16 
Amber Venzke   7-16 
Todd Gaarsland   7-17 
Kaitlyn O’Brien   7-17 
Garry Clark   7-18 
Brody Colberg   7-18 
Jayme O’Brien   7-18 
Ethan Pauly    7-18 
Brooke Riedel   7-18 
Dustin Brockopp  7-19 
Deb Buker   7-19 
Blake La Van   7-19 
John Schrader   7-19 
Brittney Rud   7-20 
Tyler Froemming  7-21 
Michael Skrogstad  7-21 
Mike Doehling   7-22 
Reagan Martinson  7-22 
David Meissner   7-22 
Ashley Stende   7-22 
Kevin Wendt   7-22 
Stuart Rubner   7-23 
Isaiah Duberowski  7-24 
Joanne Moske   7-24 
Mercedes Nelson  7-24 
Grace Rubner   7-24 
Nancy Sowers   7-24 
Harper Bolland    7-25 
Hazel Ehrenberg  7-25 
Claudia Liljegren  7-25 
Jackson Lynch   7-25 
Joshua Martinson  7-26 
Gene Payne   7-26 
Julia Peery   7-26 
Kyla Woida   7-26 
Nancy Erwin   7-27 
Samantha Newberg  7-27 
Paulette Venzke   7-27 
Jeff Fassett   7-28 
Roger Wallner   7-28 
Derek Bolland   7-29 
Gloria Hollatz    7-29 
Jesse Meissner   7-29 
Marlys Hardekopf  7-30 
Jakki Elfering   7-31 
Elmyra Jerome   7-31 
Cynthia Lenz   7-31 
Janessa Samuelson  7-31 
Payton Samuelson  7-31 
Scott Turchin   7-31 

If your July birthday or anniversary is not 
listed, please inform the church office. 
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Lutheran Island Camp  

Upcom ing Events 
Au gu st  3rd : Qu ilt  Au ct ion  
Our b iggest fundra ise r of the  year is  back! The  Live  Quilt Auction  will begin  a t 8:30am  with  the  
opportun ity to  view the  qu ilts . The  b idd ing will begin  a t 10:00am . Meal ticke ts will be  availab le  for 
purchase . More  inform ation  will be  availab le  in  the  com ing m onths. 
Au gu st  9t h -11t h : LWML Fa ll Re t re a t  
Lad ies, jo in  us as we  ga the r toge the r as siste rs in  Christ to learn  m ore  abou t Christ our Savior and  
sharing His love  for us with  othe rs. The  keynote  speaker for th is re trea t is  Pa ti Kache l. She  is 
a  Christian  Story Te lle r and  will jo in  us to  share  pe rsonal fa ith  stories and  sing he r gen tle  songs as 
she  shares p ractica l insigh ts of tim e less tru ths in  the  th ird  chap te r of Ecclesiastes.  
Se p t e m b e r  13t h -15t h : Pa re n t / Ch ild  Horse  Ca m p  
ntroducing theت  Љrst of our fa ll horse  cam p program s! Th is cam p is for paren ts and  ch ild ren  to  spend  
quality tim e  rid ing and  learn ing abou t caring for horses. 

For m ore  de ta ils about these  upcom ing even ts visit our website  a t islandcam p.org.b  

e low! Su m m e r  Up d a t e s  
The  Љrst two weeks of sum m er cam p are  com ple te ! We  started  the  sum m er with 

Classic and  Horse  Cam ps. Our Љrst you th  cam p started  on  June  9th  with  Explore r 
(3rd-4th  grade ) and  Navigator (5th -6th  grade ) cam pers. The  second  week, we  

had  our Navigator and  Adven ture r (7th -9th  grade ) cam pers. 
We 've  had  a  record  num ber of cam per registra tions th is sum m er with  823 registra tions 

to  da te ! We  thank God for our awesom e  team  of 20 Sum m er Sta ا  m em bers who will be  lead ing our 
cam pers in  songs, activitie s, Bib le  stud ies, and  teach ing them  about God 's love  for them . 
Our them e , ΥHE تS, تAMΧ, is in tended  to rem ind  peop le  of the  iden tity of Christ, our iden tity as 
Christians, and the  iden tity of our m in istry a t Lu the ran slandت   Cam p. 
We  are  focused  on  Christ, and  teach ing our cam pers who Christ is and  what He  does for us. As 1 
Corin th ians 8:6 rem inds us, it is  because  of God  and  His Son  tha t a ll th ings exist, includ ing Luthe ran 
slandت  Cam p! We can 't wait for you  to  jo in  us th is sum m er in  exp loring our iden tity as ch ildren  of God 
a t LتC! 



ERC Re n ova t ion  b e gin s  Fa ll 2024! 
We are  excited  for the  sta rt of the  ERC renovation  in  the  fa ll of th is year! As of righ t now, we  have  
ra ised  $1.9 m illion  toward  the  re inven tion  of the  Education  & Re trea t Cen te r. 
Pictu red  be low are  the  exte rior p lans for the  renovation . An add itional $50,000 will need  to  be  ra ised  
for the  ou tdoor Љrep lace  and  oven! Give  today to  m ake  th is a  rea lity by visiting 
h ttps://www.islandcam p.org/renovation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don a t e  a  q u ilt  t o  LتC for  t h e  a u ct ion  

We are  taking qu ilt donations for our annual auction  on  August 3rd . The  dead line  to  give  a  qu ilt is  Ju ly 
12th . We  are  a lso  taking handm ade, h igh quality item s for the  bou tique ! Please  Љll ou t a  donation  form  
found  a t island  cam p.org/donate  and  re tu rn  it with  your qu ilt or bou tique  item  to  the  oг ce . 

45011 230th St | 218.583.2905       www.islandcamp.org 

http://www.islandcamp.org/
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Hill, with Taguchi translating 

 

T  hese last two months, God has  
richly blessed his holy household of 
faith here in Japan. Two major events 
occurred in May with LCMS official 
visitors from the States. 
     Our 2024 May Lutheran Theological 
Conference convened at Kobari 
Lutheran Church in Niigata City on 
May 21-23 with LCMS Wyoming 
District President John Hill serving as 
keynote presenter.  

 

 
Nakamoto, Haga, and Taguchi 

 
     We heard God’s Word expounded 
through Hill’s six major sessions on 
“Church and Ministry” with another 
seven subordinate presentations on 
local ministry contexts by assigned 
participants.  
     We welcomed 24 attendees 
including the majority of the 
confessional Japanese Lutheran  

pastors among whom I work, as well 
as our LCMS Asia Region Director, 
Rev. Charles Ferry, and his business 
manager, Mr. Sam Borgwardt, both 
from Taiwan. 

 

 
Wakabayashi, with Hetland translating 

 
     Not only did the presentations 
strengthen a solid foundation for 
ministry with their teaching from 
Scriptures and the Lutheran 
Confessions, but the conference 
itself gathered together pastors and 
laypeople from different church 
backgrounds not currently in altar 
and pulpit fellowship but who have 
mutual good will and a goal of 
learning about each other as 
brothers inquiring about unity in 
doctrine and practice.  

 

 
Jastram with Rev. & Mrs. Wakabayashi 
(the Kobari conference hosts) receiving 

Lutheran Resource gifts 

 

May Theological Conference 

 
 
 

SERVING THE LORD IN 

 
News from  

Pastor Dan and Joan Jastram 

May - June 2024 

https://www.lcms.org/jastram
mailto:daniel.jastram@lcms.org
https://bit.ly/3Xkd9W8
https://tinyurl.com/47vyhnae
mailto:infocenter@lcms.org


   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer and Thanksgiving:  
 
• thanksgiving for God’s blessings 
through the May Lutheran 
Theological Conference, the 
presentations of Wyoming Dist. 
Pres. Hill and those of other 
presenters, and the tireless hosting 
work of Rev. and Mrs. Wakabayashi; 
 
• prayer that God might facilitate 
the work of final copy for text and 
translation of the conference 
sessions for printing and distribution 
to the participants;  
 
• prayer that God reaches the 
hearts and minds of those who view 
and read the work of the LCMS 
Comms team members as they 
publicize the work of Gospel 
proclamation; 
 
• prayer that God works growth in 
faith and life for those participating 
in our online Catechism sessions; 
 
• thanksgiving for wonderful 
headway on our newest translation 
project of Shaw, Women’s 
Ordination (LCMS Office of the 
President 2023) (about 85% 
completed);  
 
• thanksgiving for God’s 
arrangement of an additional 
translator and proofreader: Rev. 
Haga;  
 
• thanksgiving for God’s blessings at 
our three current worship sites: 
Shinjuku (twice a month), Yokosuka 
(once a month), and Numata (once 
a month); 
 
• thanksgiving for our LCMS Asia 
regional director Rev. Charles Ferry 
and fellow LCMS Asia missionaries 
each with individual challenges and 
blessings; 
 
• thanksgiving for the faithful 
prayers and support provided by our 
LCMS Jastram-Asia mission partners. 

[OR] Mail your tax-deductible gift to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to: 
The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod 

Mark checks: 
“Support of Asia-Jastram” 

YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our continued mission work in Japan: regular services at 
our worship sites, translation of theological resources, and nurturing relations with 
local Lutheran pastors facing individual challenges to the faith. We are humbly 
grateful for your continued prayers and support. Thank you! 

Your missionaries, Daniel and Joan Jastram 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain” 
(Psalm 127:1a, Third Sunday after Pentecost, Liturgical Verse). 

LCMS Comms Visit 
 

T  he second major event occurred just  
a week before:  another LCMS official 
visit, this time by two representatives 
from the International Center’s 
Communications Department.  
     Erik Lunsford serves as the LCMS 
Managing Photojournalist (to whom I 
must yield photographically), and Megan 
Mertz serves as Chief Copyeditor and also 
as managing editor of the “Lutherans 
Engage” magazine (on which we can rely 
for future publicity). 
     During their five days in Japan we 
visited ten significant sites to gather 
images, stories, interviews, and contexts 
of LCMS mission work. What a pleasure to 
facilitate their professional expertise in 
publicizing the spread of the Gospel! 

 
 

 
Dan & Joan Jastram with  

John & Angie Hill 
In addition to the May conference events, 

there were opportunities to visit some sites in 
the vicinity of Niigata: the famous Shibata 

castle built in the Edo period (see first-page 
masthead), and the Yasuda Anchiyakigama 

(preserving their handmade pottery tradition 
for 130 years).   

Other News  
     God has gathered additional contacts 
into his circle of influence through our 
newly initiated online Catechism study 
sessions. For Japanese and international 
spouses who have attended our LCMS 
worship services but are new to the 
Lutheran faith, we wanted to provide a 
focused opportunity to study the Small 
Catechism in their own language. 
     In April, I realized that there were now 
four candidates who might profit from 
just such a group opportunity. Therefore, 
relying on a Japanese 1994 edition of our 
LCMS 1943 Catechism, we organized an 
online group study session in Japanese 
for native speakers and international 
associates taught by Rev. Taguchi. So far 
we have met five times. One of the four 
candidates who started with us seems to 
have lost interest; but the others have 
maintained and grown in their interest.  
     The resulting total group of six 
continues to meet weekly with 
wonderfully pertinent questions like 
“aren’t all Christian denominations 
supposed to respect and affirm each 
other no matter what their background”, 
or “isn’t it enough to believe in the bible”, 
or “how will I know when, where, and 
how to get baptized”, or “what is the 
process for confirmation as a 
communicant fellowship member?” What 
an open door for instruction!   

To support this LCMS mission work: 
 

Give securely online through the LCMS page:  
lcms.org/givenow/jastram 

OUR HOME SERVICE dates for this year are 
from August 1 to September 17. Although our 
Sundays are already committed, check our 
schedule <here> and send us an email 
<daniel.jastram@lcms.org> to let us know if a 
midweek event might work out for your 
congregation, committee, or bible study to 
learn how to become partners in this exciting 
mission work. 

https://www.lcms.org/givenow/jastram
https://mcusercontent.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/f6340f6a-2052-9a8a-139a-84512024d6c8/Jastram_Calendar_2024_JUNE11_UPDATE.pdf
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Life on the Road 
As pre-field missionaries, we have the large task 

of raising our own support. We do this by 

connecting with churches, Bible study groups, 

individuals… basically anyone who might be 

interested in hearing our story and supporting 

the work of Bible Translation through aviation 

ministry. We wanted to share how these efforts 

have been going for us. 

 

An Inside Look at our Trip 

From the beginning of February through early 

May we were fully focused on partnership 

development. We met with established 

supporters, new supporters, and hopefully future 

supporters in an effort to make a big dent in our 

budget needs. We cannot be sent to our overseas 

assignment (we have not been assigned a country 

yet, but hopefully one will be chosen soon) until 

we reach our full budget goal. These have been 

some tiring, fruitful, wonderful months of 

connecting with countless individuals across the 

Midwest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over three and a half months our family visited 

21 churches, stayed with 15 host families, 

attended one LWML district convention, and had 

a total of 25 scheduled speaking opportunities. 

We prepared a presentation to discuss how we 

plan to serve with Lutheran Bible Translators 

and JAARS. In addition to these presentations, 

we spoke with countless individuals, some of 

whom had never heard of missionary aviation. It 

was a joy to share our passion for Bible 

Translation with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although we were not able to connect with 

everyone who has supported us so far on our 

journey, we were able to reconnect with so many 

people and meet many more who are interested 

in the work of Bible Translation. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout our trip we were able to see how God 

is preparing the way for us. We were able to fill 

gaps in our speaking schedule with churches we 

had never visited before. Multiple times 

individuals told us they had been looking for a 

new missionary to support. We still have a long 

way to go, but God’s faithfulness has been visible.  

 

 

 

A Little Federwitz Family 
Life on the Road 

June  
2024 

Vol 2 no 3 

 
Sarah manning the LBT booth at the Central IL LWML convention. 

 
We saw Nathan’s best friend from Papua New Guinea. 

Nathan and Sarah Federwitz 

 
We visited with some friends from Nathan’s flight class at 

SMAT 
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Nathan and his twin sister, Julia, were able to celebrate their 

birthday together for the first time in years!  

Here we are in front of her new house. 

“Home Work” 
We are currently settling back in at home in 

JAARS, North Carolina. Nathan is back to 

training. After being away for so long, he has a 

little bit of review to do before he can get back to 

where he was when we left. The JAARS aviation 

training department is busy with Pre-field 

Orientation. This course is designed to be a final 

preparation for pilots and mechanics before they 

go overseas. This is a course that Nathan will be 

taking next spring before going overseas.  

For now, Nathan will be assisting as he can. He 

will be working on MATAs (Missions at the 

Airport) throughout the summer. JAARS pilots 

will fly to the MATA event at a regional airport to 

give people airplane rides and share about 

mission aviation. Nathan will also be working 

towards solo flights and flights with passengers 

this summer. 

Sarah has finished the classes she was working 

on with her LBT coworkers and partners. She 

learned about planning translation projects and 

multilingualism in different communities. She is 

looking forward to taking an introductory class 

on languages this fall.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Praise that our travels went well and that we made 
it safely back home. 

• Pray for Nathan as he gets back to flying after our 
travels. 

• Pray that connections we made over our months of 
traveling will continue to be fruitful, and that those 
in the future will help us meet our fundraising goal.  

 

 

 

 

Our goal is to be sent overseas in the summer of 

2025, but we are still needing a great amount of 

support. We will be making more speaking trips 

in the fall to help meet this need. Please reach 

out if you would like us to visit your 

congregation, LWML, or group to share 

about Bible Translation and aviation. 

We need the support of faithful individuals and 

churches who see our vision and would like to 

help us support the work of Bible Translation in 

the world.  

Thank you for reading our prayer letter. 

Your support means so much to us! 

Blessings! 

 

CONTACT US 

Nathan and Sarah Federwitz  

Email: Nathan-Sarah.Federwitz@lbt.org 

Nathan cell: 651-202-6091 

Sarah cell: 973-906-2299 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

Give online at lbt.org/nsfederwitz 

Lutheran Bible Translators 
PO Box 789  
Concordia MO 64020 

Please make checks payable to Lutheran Bible 
Translators and designate NS Federwitz Ministry 

 

 
Nathan’s friends were able to attend our presentation in Indiana.  

mailto:Nathan-Sarah.Federwitz@lbt.org
https://lbt.org/project/nathan-sarah-federwitz/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A New Chapter  
Hello friends and family. Here is another update written on 
my plane ride back to the States. I am learning to love these 
long hours in the air as it has become a pivotal time to listen 
to God and process the in-between. It can be a lot to 
continue going from one nation to another, one culture to 
another, one assignment to another, one people group to 
another, one time zone to another. And it is in these 
moments that I can sit with reality and gain God’s 
perspective in the transition. 

 

 
PAST 

This time, I am flying back from the country of Georgia, where I had the privilege of serving 
our long-term field staff. Our campus has around 120 staff currently living overseas doing 
full-time ministry. Our field staff retreats are one of the many ways that our campus stewards 
our call to sustain long-term missionaries. We have people fly out to facilitate times of 
worship, prayer, and debriefing with the adults and the kids. I got to lead the portion for the 
kids and was amazed by the power of God in their lives. Serving these kids and families was 
well worth the time, energy, and money. I am walking away with confidence that God used 
this week for his Glory!  
 

 

 



PRESENT 

Since my last update, I have officially started my new 
position in Colorado Springs. I am grateful to see God 
answer my prayers of giving me vision and excitement for 
this job. I have an amazing team that extends grace towards 
me and my leadership. I continue to pray for discernment 
on how to steward this well.  

 

 

FUTURE 
I am excited to share that I am now a part-time student again! Last week, I started an online 
School of Biblical Studies. Usually, this is a 9-month, full-time school, but taking it online 
allows me to have a full-time role while doing the same coursework over a multi-year period. 
My heart is to remain a learner of the Bible. This school will help give me the tools and 
resources to do so through learning the inductive study.  

SBS 
The School of Biblical Studies teaches an inductive study of the Bible. This study is the 
process of gathering and analyzing information (Observation), interpreting that information 
in its literary and historical context (Interpretation), and then drawing conclusions based on 
your Observations and Interpretations and applying those conclusions to the contemporary 
reader (Application). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
• My role. The end of June our campus transitions into a new quarter and I will have a 

new staff group in admissions. Pray for grace and wisdom in training.  

• Finances. Continuing to raise my monthly support to provide sustainability in my 
long term “yes” to missions.  

• SBS. Pray for my motivation to remain pure in a desire to know God more. Not to see 
assignment academically.   

• Long Term. Pray for the waiting process of being released to move overseas. Pray for 
my stewardship as I continue learning what obedience in this looks like.  

Our mailing address is: 
Jacy Roste 

505 Popes Bluff Trail 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
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March, April, and May 2024 

SERVING THE LORD IN  

PUERTO RICO 
NEWS FROM ASHLEY LEHR 

SPRING IN PUERTO RICO- MARCH 
Spring came and left us in a blink of an eye. We are now in the heat of 
summer here in Puerto Rico! A lot has been going on all at once, but I 
thank God for His gifts and His mercies that are new every day. 

March started with our Spring FORO from March 1st- 3rd, what a joy it 
was to be able to share with our partners about the ministry in Puerto 
Rico. 

I had to travel to the capital, San Juan, on the Tuesday after the FORO 
to get vaccinations for a trip I had coming up. After my appointment, I 
was able to have lunch with Jose, Daniela and their children, who are 
members of our church at Iglesia Luterana Cordero de Dios in the San 
Juan metro area. It was a lovely afternoon getting to know this 
wonderful family better. 

 

 

SAYING “SEE YOU LATER” 

A good portion of March was spent helping the Torres Family prepare for their 
move to the United States. The Torres family are some of the first members of 
our church in Mayaguez and are a huge blessing to the Lutheran church in Puerto 
Rico. They are my Puerto Rican family. They helped me in many ways. I spent 
many Sundays after church at their house watching “The Chosen” and drinking 
café. On March 17th we had a special prayer for them as they relocated to Florida 
on the 18th. They have been greatly missed. 

 

BIBLE STUDY IN AGUADILLA 

At the beginning of the year, Pastor Gustavo Maita started a bible study 
in Aguadilla, a town about an hour to the north of Mayaguez, at the house 
of Emmanuel's parents. At the time Emmanuel was in confirmation 
classes and wanted his family to learn more. I was able to go with to this 
bible study in March. Emmanuel’s parents had invited their neighbor, and 
everyone was eager to learn more. We studied the Lord’s pray. 

 

EASTER, we celebrated, Easter Sunday, with the addition of 2 confirmations and a Baptism. Church member Sandra, 

set up a game for us to play with symbols from the Easter Story in eggs and we had to share the meaning of the piece. 

 

 

. 
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SPRING IN PUERTO RICO- APRIL 

SPRING IN PUERTO RICO- MAY 

At our church in Mayaguez, we rent the basement floor of the building 
to a government HeadStart program. They have been renting the 
space for many years and it has been a way that the church can help 
sustain the facilities. In April, the director of the program asked if they 
could use some of our space in the church to host a workshop for the 
parents while the children are in class. We happily agreed. The 
workshop was on how to conserve food in a way that it will be shelf 
stable for up to 10 years. An important thing for hurricane season. 

Pastor Gustavo started the workshop with a prayer and brief 
introduction to our church. We were able to make connections with the 
parents and hand out flyers with our church schedule of activities on it 
as well as a link to our website for them to learn more about our church.    

The month of April brought lots of Spring organizing at the church and 
our Mercy Center in Mayaguez. One of my Spring organizing projects 
was labeling the folders that store the bulletins. The responsiblilities of 
printing and handing out bulletins on Sunday mornings has been shifting 
to church members and the labels help make the task smoother. It has 
been wonderful to see members becoming more involved. 

I MOVED INTO A NEW HOUSE! 
 
On Tuesday May 7th, after 3.5 years in my previous 
apartment, I moved into a new house. The Maita 
family had moved out of the apartment complex a 
few months prior, which left me about 30 minutes 
away from the nearest missionary. After searching 
and praying, I found a house to rent in the same 
neighborhood as the Maita family. What a blessing! 
 First and last day  

in my old apartment. 
 
 

My new house! 
 

PAPER CARD MAKING WORKSHOP 
Church member, Sandra, used her artistic talents to lead a card 
making workshop for 15 ladies on three consecutive Saturdays. This 
was a wonderful opportunity to bring new people into our church and 
build connections in our community. One of the ladies who came to 
the workshop had recently moved to Mayaguez. She made friends 
with everyone at the workshop and came back the next day to 
another church event.  
 
The workshops are a lot of fun and give an opportunity to come 
together as the church and to enjoy each other’s company (and learn 
something new). They also provide the space and time for ministering 
to one another and bringing people into the body of Christ to 
ultimately receive His precious gifts.  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• Our English students and 
the teachers in this 
wonderful opportunity for 
growth! 
 

• The growth of the 
children in our 
congregations. 

 

• The teachers of our 
congregations as they 
start a new school year.  

 

• For a missionary to be 
the business manager in 
Asia 

 

• Chaplain Naumann- the 
LAC Regional Chaplain 
as he recovers from 
emergency surgery after 
breaking his leg. 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• Pastor Gustavo Maita’s 
newly acquired United 
States of America 
Citizenship.   

• To the host family that 
allowed me to stay with 
them in Houston. 

• A wonderful time of 
learning and fellowship 
at the LAC Regional 
Conference. 

• For a calm hurricane 
season. 

• The new Spanish 
Hymnal. 

 

You can support my work by giving online 
to www.lcms.org/lehr  or 
 
A check can be made payable to the 
LCMS with Ashley Lehr in the memo to:  
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Mission Central  

Adopt me as your missionary by visiting 
missioncentral.us/Lehr/  
 
A check can be made out to Mission Central 
with “A10899-69467” in the memo and sent to: 
Mission Central 40718 HWY E16 Mapleton, IA 
51034 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

 

• My studies to become a 
deaconess. That I will be able to 
balance work and studies. 
 

• For the two short term teams 
we have coming to serve with 
us in Puerto Rico this summer. 
 

 

• The opportunities for bible 
study around the Island. 
 

• The new visitors that have been 
attending our activities, that the 
Holy Spirit will bring them to 
know Christ. 

 

• The Torres family in their 
adjustment to life in Florida 

 

• Vicar Paul and his wife 
Courtney who have been called 
to PR as they make prepare to 
move. 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• The confirmation of Emmanual 
and Miriangely. 

• The birth and re-birth through 
baptism of Ivanna Maita. 

• A safe trip in April to visit a 
friend. 

• A new house! 

• New opportunities to study and 
learn. 

• A wonderful visit from my best 
friend. 

 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE – GARAGE SALE – BAZAR 
The congregation in Mayaguez would like to add a crucifix to the large 
cross that hangs in the front of the Sanctuary. Due to the size, it is very 
costly. Church members, Madeline and Sandra, organized a rummage 
sale where other church members brought things to sell to help raise 
money for the crucifix. It was a great opportunity for neighbors and 
community members to visit our church. 
 

STARTING SCHOOL 
At the beginning of April, I finished and submitted my application for the 
Distance Deaconess Program at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort 
Wayne, IN. I have been accepted into the master’s program and will begin 
studies in July. Most of my studies will be done online from Puerto Rico but 
twice a year for the next two years I will travel to campus in Fort Wayne for two-
week intensive classes. I am eager to begin and am excited for this opportunity 
to learn. 
 

HOME SERVICE 2024 
 
I will be in the States for home service the last week in August to the end of 
September.  Please let me know if you would like me to come visit your church. 
I am always glad to connect with LWML and Bible study groups, Sunday 
School classes, and VBS kids etc. and share how God is working in Puerto 
Rico. I will be reaching out to schedule visits in the coming weeks.  
 
My tentative travel schedule:  

• August 28th - 29th, 2024 – St. Louis 

• August 30th - September 5th – Iowa/Nebraska  

• September 6th -13th – North Dakota/ Northern Minnesota 

• September 14th - September 30th – Wisconsin 

 
Your Sister in Christ, Ashley Lehr 
 

I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, always in 
every prayer of mine for you all 

making my prayer with joy, 
because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day 
until now. Philippians 1:3-5 

mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
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Karonga CLCMS Church, near the border with 
Tanzania. Trinity Sunday. Photo courtesy Rev. 

Davis Wowa, Chair, CLCMS 

Triune Banners Arrive in Malawi in Time for Trinity Sunday May 26, 2024 

Teaching the Triune nature of God has been a challenge for the Confessional Lutheran Church Malawi 
Synod. Many of the 24 established churches and numerous preaching stations are served by 
Evangelists who have minimal theological training. The Athanasian Creed is a lengthy and difficult 
creed to learn and teach. There was a need to present God’s Triune nature to congregants in a simple, 
visual, colorful manner, in Malawian context, for the Synod. 

Randi Hulkonen, now member of Zion LCMS in Hoffman, had made a 
felt banner that clearly illustrated God’s Triune nature, when she was a 
member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Moe Township. A picture of the 
banner was taken and sent to Rev. Wowa, Chair of the CLCMS for his 
consideration. Rev. Wowa said it was wonderful! How could that 
banner be made for his churches? 
Interaction with Rev. Wowa resulted in some banner modifications. 
God the Father was put at the top of the triangle, out of respect in 
Malawi for the role of the father. English was translated to Chichewa 
(the national language of Malawi). Rev. Wowa continued to polish the 
translation, making it simple, yet conveying the correct concepts. The 
reference from *Matthew 28:19 was clearly kept, with the purpose that 
Evangelists could refer to it as they taught congregants. Visuals were 
kept colorful because Malawian culture is colorful. 

A commercial printer was secured for printing the banners, in color, on vinyl, so the banners would 
survive the tropical heat, the insects, and the weather. These banners had grommets installed on their 
four corners, so they could be hung on church walls. Extra mailing tubes were included with the 24 
rolled banners, so Pastors or Evangelists could simply roll them up and walk or bicycle to the next 
church (for multiple parishes) 

ALL 24 banners made it to Malawi! 
 
 
The best news: Banners arrived in time for Trinity Sunday, 
May 26, 2024! Karonga CLCMS Church was the first church 
to display their banner. This banner is now carefully taped 
under the cross in their sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Jacque Breman, member Zion LCMS Alexandria. June 
2024. 

*Matthew 28:19 NIV “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, …” 
On the bottom of each banner, printed in white on the blue background is the following: “A 
gift of love from your LCMS brothers and sisters in Christ in Minnesota” 

Original felt banner, St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 







JULY 2024 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
   6:00 PM 

  Adult 
  Confirmation 

9:00 Bible Breakfast      
 

7:00 Worship 
w/Communion 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
  9:00  Worship w/Communion, 
          also Livestreamed 
10:00  Coffee 
  7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

 9:00 Bible 
Breakfast   

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom      8:00 LWML 
  Kitchen Cleaning  
 10:00 LWML   
 11:00 Windmill 
 Ponds 
 Communion 
 7:00 Council 

   9:00 Phelps Mill 
3:00 
Benzinger/ 
Lund Wedding 
7:00 Worship  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
  9:00  Worship w/New Member 
           Welcome, also Livestreamed  

     9:00  Phelps Mill 
 10:00  Coffee 
 10:30  Voters Meeting 
   1:00  Baptism 
   2:00  St. William’s Living Center      
   7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

 6:00 PM 
 Portland 
 Meeting 

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
 11:00 St. William’s 
  Communion 
 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom     7:00 Worship 
w/Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
                  ACT 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 9:00  Worship w/Communion 
         & Livestreamed,  
10:00  Coffee 

    7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14    
                                                   Youth 

  
 
 
 
          Higher       

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
           
 
                         
                       Things  

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
                                       
 
 
                                        Conference 

 
 
 
 
                      at 

  
 
 

               
Portland 

7:00 Worship, 
also 
Livestreamed  
 
               Oregon 

28 29 30 31 Pastor Lee 338-5351 
Church Office 338-2511 
Charlie/Jodi Klimek, Cust. 338-2929 

  

  9:00  Parking Lot Worship 
           w/Communion 
10:00  Coffee  
  7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

  
 

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
 

The Lutheran Hour 
                        WCCO Mpls 830 6:05 AM                       KWAD Wadena 920/1430 8:30 AM       KXRA Alex 1490/100.3 6:30 AM      
 KFGO Fargo 790/94.1    7:30 AM   KWAD Wadena 920/1430 8:30 AM        KPRM Staples 94.7 9:30 AM       KMRS Morris 1230/107.7 12:30 PM     



Immanuel Lutheran Church     
           The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

   P.O. BOX 66—PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA 56361 

 

    Forwarding & Address Correction Requested 

Summer Parking Lot Services 9 AM 

 June 30  

 July 28 

 August 25 
Join us in the east parking lot for a service with Holy Communion.  

The Saturday service will be inside and livestreamed.  
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