
Dear Friends in Christ,  

ANNUAL MEETING 
Our annual voters meeting will be February 4 at 10:30 
AM. The agenda includes the election of church council 
members, adopting the endowment budget and setting 
our TIM missions goal. The vision planning committee 
will share the 3 potential mission statements they have 
developed for our congregation. All members of Im-
manuel age 18 and above are eligible to vote.  

SUPERBOWL SUBS 
Our youth are making and selling subs again this year 
for Superbowl weekend. Sub orders are due February 4. 
There is an order form at church or call the office with 
your order. Subs are $5 each or 10 subs for $40.  

SIGN UP FOR CAMP! 
Lutheran Island Camp Sunday will be February 11. LIC 
Director Stacy Lung will be with us that day to give us 
an update on camp. She will also be available to answer 
any questions about summer camps or camp in general. 
Sunday School children will be bringing home camp 
brochures next Sunday. Our endowment fund will be 
providing each child a campership of $300 for a week-
long camp and $125 for a weekend camp. You can go to 
islandcamp.org for more information about the summer 
camps and to register.  

HIGHER THINGS 
Higher Things is an organization in the LCMS that or-
ganizes summer youth conferences. 8 of our youth and 
2 chaperones have registered for the Higher Things 
Youth Conference in Portland, Oregon in July. Our 
group will be traveling by Amtrak. To help support this 
event our youth will be doing an envelope fundraiser 
during lent. They will have a board with envelopes 
numbered by even numbers from $2 to $100. Please 
consider supporting our youth by taking an envelope 
and placing a donation of that amount in the envelope.  

 

 

 
 

VICAR APPLICATION 
The elders from Immanuel and Trinity met recently to 
complete an application for a vicar. The plan is for the 
vicar to live in the parsonage at Carlos. He would do 
most of the things our previous vicars have done: 
preaching and helping with the liturgy at our services, 
teaching confirmation, helping lead Bible Studies, and 
helping with our youth ministry, as well as leading wor-
ship twice a month at Trinity in Carlos. Vicarage as-
signments will be announced in April. Please keep this 
process in your prayers.  

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 14 is Ash Wednesday. This will be the first of 
our Wednesday Lenten Services, which will be at 7 PM. 
This service will include the imposition of ashes. Join 
us as we enter into the 40 days of Lent.  

LENTEN THEME 
“Joseph and Jesus: God Meant It for Good” will be our 
theme for lent this year. We will use the events of Jo-
seph’s life as a lens to see more clearly the events of our 
Lord’s suffering and death. Our services will be at 7 PM 
each week beginning February 14. The services will 
also be livestreamed. Our weekly themes are: 

 February 14               Sold for Silver   Genesis 37 
 February 21             Unjustly Accused Genesis 39 
 February 28                Remember Me  Genesis 40 
 March 6                        Royal Robes   Genesis 41 
 March 13                          Forgiven         Genesis 42-45 
 March 20                   Redeemer of All  Genesis 47  

SOUP SUPPERS 
We will have soup and sandwich suppers each Wednes-
day during Lent. Serving will start at 6 PM. Our youth 
will serve some of the suppers. If you’d like to help 
with a soup supper, there will be a sign up sheet at the 
narthex counter.  
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TOGETHER IN MISSION 
It is a joy to belong to a circuit and a congregation that 
has a heart for missions. At our recent Circuit Forum 
and TIM meeting, we received updates on the several 
missionaries that we help support as a circuit. In addi-
tion Jacque Breman and Greg Wachter shared about the 
3 villages in Malawi that now have clean drinking water 
through the buckets and water filters that were paid for 
by people in our circuit. In addition a large amount of 
preschool teaching supplies were gathered and sent to 
Malawi in the past year. Business people in our circuit 
donated the funds for a two room school house that will 
have 2 sections each of first and second grade students 
each day. There will be 35 first graders and 35 second 
graders in the morning and a different group of 35 stu-
dents in each grade in the afternoon. The goal is to build 
a two room school for 3rd and 4th grade this year and 
continue until there are rooms for all 12 grades. 

 As a circuit we provided scholarships to help 2 pastors 
and 2 deaconess students finish their studies last spring. 
4 more students are being supported this year. In addi-
tion to renewing our support to our current missionaries 
in the amount of $22,500, we also voted to provide 
$2,000 to Nathan Federwitz who is completing his 
training to be a missionary pilot with Lutheran Bible 
Translators and $1,000 to Jacy Roste who is serving as 
a teacher with Youth With A Mission (YWAM) in Col-
orado. YWAM trains young adults for three months and 
then sends them overseas for three months of volunteer 
missionary work. Please help support our TIM Mission-
aries with your gift to our circuit TIM fund! You can 
use the missions envelopes in your box or write TIM on 
any envelope to support these missionaries. Our Circuit 
TIM budget of $25,500 for 2024 is as follows:  

 Ashley Lehr, Puerto Rico, $3,000 
 Rev Matthew Wood, Indonesia, $3,000  
 Rev. Daniel Jastram, Japan, $3,000 
 Matongo Scholarships for 4 students, $7,500 
 Rev. Roger James (International Lutheran Council) 
 $3,000 
 Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz (Lutheran Bible Transla- 
 tors) $3,000 
 Nathan & Sarah Federwitz (LBT) $2,000 
 Jacy Roste (YWAM-Youth with a Mission) $1,000 

Anyone who would be interested in funding a well for a 
village ($10,000) or the building materials for half of a 
two room school ($6,500), contact Jacque Breman or 
myself.  

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL BALLOT  
(Needed: 1 more person for Secretary, 2 more people 
for Evangelism on the ballot. Contact Ray Caauwe or 
myself if you are interested in being on the ballot in ei-
ther of these positions.) 

Secretary: Tiffany Springer 

Co-Head Ushers: John Barrows, *Byron Herdman 

Board of Elders: Jeff Fassett, Donnie Kalpin, *Gene 
Moske, *Greg Riedel  

Board of Trustees: Todd Lucht, Josh Wilde 

Board of Education: Erin Bolland, *Sheila Schilling 

Board of Evangelism: *Jeannette Bast, Beth Wilde 

Board of Finance: *Derek Bolland, *Becky Cook, Heidi 
Lucht, Marcia Ratajesak 

* = incumbent 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Needed each month in 2024   $21,848.00 

December  Offerings                                      $47,258.00 
Jan. Offerings through Jan. 21                       $11,658.51 
Offerings under budget December 31            $10,970.72 

God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Kirk Lee 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

Peter Finbraaten Family with sponsors Joyce 
Malmgren and Jeanete Bast 

Shane & Molly Pauly, Ethan & Wyat with 
sponsors Greg, Amy & Brooke Riedel. 

Bruce & Paty Wiitanen, Grace with 
sponsors McKayla and Mark Vogt 

Kyle & Heather Robinson, Hunter & Carson with 
sponsors Dennis & JoAnne Stende. 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME DINNER 



 

Jane Rowe with  
sponsors Dennis & Donna Karger. 

Ray Stach with sponsor Mary Springer 

Diane Vis with sponsors  
Beth Wilde and Joanne Kalpin 

Paul & Hannah Downing with 
sponsors Ray & Kathy Caauwe. 

Dartanyon & Frannie Gratan with 
sponsors Paul & Maureen Diedrich. 



February Anniversaries 
Delbert & Linda Moske 2-10-1968 
Kyle & Megan Barrows 2-25-2017 
 

February Birthdays 
Sawyer Barrows   2-1 
Kimberly Crawford  2-1 
Cassie Iverson   2-1 
Larry Moske   2-1 
Jonathan Jensen   2-2 
Kelly Martin   2-2 
Isabel Froemming   2-4 
Jameson Froemming  2-4 
Darlene Hoppe   2-4 
Judy Moeller   2-4 
Don Kalpin    2-6 
Andrew Liljegren   2-6 
Joshua Wilde   2-6 
Wilma Rauscher   2-7 
Jurene Lammle   2-8 
Brooke Schilling   2-8 
Sam Woida    2-8 
Madilyn Huckle   2-9 
Austin Lucht   2-9 
Sage Lorenzen   2-10 
Cassandra Schulke   2-10 
Patty Wiitanen   2-10 
Jayme Aune    2-11 
Isaac McKane   2-11 
Auston Payne   2-11 

Arvid Hoppe   2-12 
Veronica Turchin   2-12 
David O’Brien   2-13 
Barb Payne    2-13 
Kelly Rud    2-13 
Lynda Uhde    2-13 
Nolan Wendland   2-14 
Brayden Fahlin   2-15 
Brooke Zaun   2-15 
Holly Budke   2-16 
Andrew Cihlar   2-16 
Liam Van Santen   2-16 
Darlene Bremmer   2-18 
Bryce Meyer   2-18 
Trisha Rutten   2-18 
Alyssa Stach   2-18 
Jesse Stende    2-18 
Thomas Wilke   2-18 
Dawn Zimmerman   2-18 
Sadie Samuelson   2-19 
Robin Turchin   2-22 
Emma Laudenbach  2-23 
Alicia Penrose   2-23 
Sarah Alberts   2-24 
Stacy Moske   2-24 
Myra Riedel    2-24 
Chris Bowman   2-26 
Sloan Stende   2-26 
Jeffrey Wark   2-26 
Easton Olson   2-27 
J.W. Burns    2-28 
Ray Caauwe    2-28 
Samantha Koep   2-28 
 
If your February birthday or anniversary is 
not listed, please inform the church office. 
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MEET THE WOOD FAMILY 

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor,  Caroline, 
and Kermit serve in Medan,  
Indonesia with LCMS International. 
Matthew supports The Indonesian 
Christian Lutheran Church (GKLI), by 
mentoring pastors, providing contin-
uing education, and managing mer-
cy and translation projects.  

LCMS WORKERS IN ASIA VISIT MEDAN! 

GIVE NOW & 

KEEP US IN INDONESIA! 
SCAN BELOW  

OR TEXT 

‘LCMSWOOD’ TO 41-444 

OR MAIL IN A CHECK 

Payable to: 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
Saint Louis, MO 63166-6861 
On the memo line include: 

Wood-Indonesia 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this 
newsletter write to: 

Matthew.Wood@lcms.org 
with ADD or REMOVE in the subject line. 

LCMS Workers and their families gather on Thursday January 4 with GKLI lead-
ership after worship according to the traditional GKLI Pattern.  

Pastor Wood Interprets as Bishop Siragih addresses OIM 
Asia workers and family. From Left to Right: Bishop Em-
meritus Aladin Siteo, Rev. Matthew Wood, Bishop Jon 
Albert Siragih, Sekjend Rev. Lamris Malau. 



PRAYERS 

SUPPLICATION 

• Pastor Eben Ezer and Bishop 

Jon Albert Siragih who are in 

Fort Wayne attending Theo-

logical Symposium at Con-

cordia Theological Seminary. 

• For Indonesia as they ap-

proach their national elec-

tions in February. 

• For passport renewals in the 

coming months and patience 

with our next visa renewal 

process. 

• For continued work with the 

GKLI and to identify ways to 

expand our reach in Indone-

sia. 

• For an upcoming workshop 

in Pekan Baru. It will be my 

first time visiting the city. 

• For motivation, energy, and 

time management skills as 

Matthew’s PhD program 

starts up again in January. 

THANGKSGIVING 

• For a successful family retreat 

in Indonesia.  

• For a joyous Christmas cele-

bration . 

• For the amazing financial and 

prayer support received in 

2023!  

 

 The annual gathering of OIM Asia 

workers is also a time to bring pastoral 

and spiritual care to their families and 

children. This year a group of volun-

teers from Good Shepherd Lutheran in 

Roanoke, VA took the long—and it is 

long—trip to Medan in order to provide 

VBS style study to our younger kids 

and young adult study to the older kids 

in our group.  

 This is something our kids look forward to every year. They came back from 

the study singing songs and talking about what they learned. They provided a 

special musical piece during the Epiphany Divine Service and Laurel still sings 

it as she works on her chores or finishes up school work during the day.  

Ulos Weaving Program 

Family Update 

 How many t-shirts do you have from events, 

camps, retreats, and the like? They are a com-

mon way to commemorate time and activity 

together. This year for the OIM Asia retreat 

Kali and I decided that it would be better to 

support the GKLI Ulos weaving ministry and 

gift each family an Ulos to remember their time 

in Indonesia. We also commissioned a special 

gold and white Ulos to use as an Altar para-

ment which was used throughout the retreat. 

These Ulos were hand made and their sale sup-

ports Batak women and families.  

 In the future we hope to offer some leader-

ship training for the GKLI and the women in-

volved in this program. The goal is to train the 

leadership to make this ministry not only self-

sustaining, but beyond that to ministry sup-

porting.  
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December 2023 

SERVING THE LORD IN  

PUERTO RICO 
NEWS FROM ASHLEY LEHR 

MY 2023 SHOW IN…BEDS. 

I need to preface the next page. In 2021, my missionary friend, Erin 
Mackenzie (DR) took a picture of every bed she slept on during the year. I 
knew that I would be traveling a fair amount during 2023, therefore I thought 
it would be fun to track how many beds I slept on as a unique recap of the 
year.  Without further ado 2023 Beds! 

IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME IN PUERTO RICO 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT MORNING AND 

CHRISTMAS ENGLISH WORKSHOP 
 
On December 16th at our Iglesia Luterana 
Fuente de Vida (Ponce), Deaconess Christel 
Neuendorf hosted a craft morning. There were 
three Christmas themed crafts that we got to 
make. One was an ornament with the Three 
Kings, another one was a wood Mary, Joseph, 
and Baby Jesus craft. The final one was a 
gnome made from a pinecone. Christel mailed 
these pinecones to Puerto Rico from Michigan 
for us to be able to do the craft.  
 
At the same time, Missionary Ruth Maita hosted 
an English workshop for adults. They studied 
and learned Christmas carols such as “Joy to the 
World.” During the workshop they practiced a 
Christmas drama and shared it with the craft 
group. 
 
 

PEACE, HOPE, JOY, LOVE, ALL ABOUT JESUS. 
 
On the first Saturday morning of the month, the Latin America and Caribbean 
missionary girls meet from different countries on Zoom for a bible study. 
Deaconess Christel Neuendorf (PR) and Deaconess Tirzah Krey (DR) are the 
organizers of this group. I was asked to teach about Peace, Hope, Joy, and 
Love for their December bible study. It was a great way to start the advent 
season being reminded that it is all about Jesus. He is the reason for the 
season. Missionary Heidi Paul (Cayman Islands) lead the girls in an advent 
wreath craft. What a joy it is to have this collaboration of missionaries and 
missionary children joining together and learning about the Word of God. 

mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• Our English students and 
the teachers in this 
wonderful opportunity for 
growth! 
 

• The growth of the 
children in our 
congregations. 

 

• The teachers of our 
congregations as they 
start a new school year.  

 

• For a missionary to be 
the business manager in 
Asia 

 

• Chaplain Naumann- the 
LAC Regional Chaplain 
as he recovers from 
emergency surgery after 
breaking his leg. 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• Pastor Gustavo Maita’s 
newly acquired United 
States of America 
Citizenship.   

• To the host family that 
allowed me to stay with 
them in Houston. 

• A wonderful time of 
learning and fellowship 
at the LAC Regional 
Conference. 

• For a calm hurricane 
season. 

• The new Spanish 
Hymnal. 

 

You can support my work by giving online 
to www.lcms.org/lehr  or 
 
A check can be made payable to the 
LCMS with Ashley Lehr in the memo to:  
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Mission Central  

Adopt me as your missionary by visiting 
missioncentral.us/Lehr/  
 
A check can be made out to Mission Central 
with “A10899-69467” in the memo and sent to: 
Mission Central 40718 HWY E16 Mapleton, IA 
51034 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

 

• The Kids English classes 
starting in January.  
 

• All the Advent and Christmas 
services in Puerto Rico.  

 

• All Pastors and Church 
workers. 
 

• The Puerto Rico Lutheran 
Mission in the new year. 

 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• A wonderful thanksgiving in 
Puerto Rico. 

• Safe travels for my trip to 
Wisconsin in at the End 
December. 

• All the beds that provided rest 
in 2023 

• Thanksgiving that the 
Redeemer (Balboa, Panama) 
congregation got to worship in 
their renovated sanctuary for 
the 1st time on Christmas Eve. 

• The many congregations and 
individuals who pray for, 
encourage and support me 
serving in Puerto Rico. 

 

 

 

These beds are scattered across 4 different countries 
(Dominican Republic, The United States, Panama and 
Belize), 5 different states (Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 
Georgia, and Florida) and numerous cities in Puerto Rico 
(PR). The star identities my favorite bed, my own in PR. I am 
thankful for these places of rest during my travels, but know 
our ultimate rest comes through Jesus, our Lord. 

COME TO ME, 
ALL WHO LABOR 
AND ARE HEAVY 

LADEN, AND I 
WILL GIVE YOU 

REST. 
(MATTHEW 11:28) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
http://www.lcms.org/lehr






FEBRUARY 2024 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

  1 2 3 

Pastor Lee 338-5351 
Church Office 338-2511 
Charlie/Jodi Klimek, Cust. 338-2929 

             The Lutheran Hour  
 WCCO Mpls 830   6:05 AM 
 KXRA Alex 1490/100.3  6:30 AM 
 KFGO Fargo 790/94.1   7:30 AM 
 KWAD Wadena 920/1430  8:30 AM 
 KPRM Staples 94.7   9:30 AM  
 KMRS Morris 1230/107.7 12:30 PM 

9:00 Footcare 
1:00 LWML 
2:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 Council 

 7:00 Worship 
w/Communion 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  9:00  Worship w/Communion, 
          also Livestreamed 
10:00  Coffee 
10:30  Sunday School  
10:30  Voters Meeting 
 7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

 9:00 Bible Breakfast 
  1:00 Library Meeting 
 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom 
3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 
6:30 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
7:00 ACT Class 

 11:00 Windmill 
 Ponds 
 Communion 
 1:30 LWML 
 Zone planning 
 meeting 

 3:15 ACT  
Sub Making 

11-12 ACT Sub 
Pickup 
7:00 Worship 
8:00 Sub 
Pickup  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
  9:00  Worship, also Livestreamed  
10:00  Coffee, Sub Pickup 
10:30  Sunday School  

    7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

7:30 Dartball 
 at Immanuel 

  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom 
10:30 St William’s Communion  

  3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 
5:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
6 PM Soup Supper 
7 PM Ash Wednesday Service  

  
 

 1:00 
Ministerium 
 at 1st  
 Lutheran 
 

7:00 Worship 
w/Communion 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 9:00  Worship w/Communion, 
           also Livestreamed 
10:00  Coffee 
   NO  Sunday School  
  7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

  
 

  8:30 Winkel at North 
  Effington    
  9:00 Bible Breakfast 
 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
  3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 
5:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
6 PM Soup Supper 

  7 PM Lent Service  

   
 

4 PM ACT Skiing  
7:00 Worship 

  

25 26 27 28 29  
  9:00  Worship, also Livestreamed 
10:00  Coffee  
10:30  Sunday School  
  2:00  St William’s Service 
  7:00  Service on Cable Ch 14 

   9:00 Bible Breakfast 
 

10 Bible Class at Church & Zoom  
  3:30 6th Grade Confirmation 
5:00 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
6 PM Soup Supper 

  7 PM Lent Service 

 
 

 

 



Immanuel Lutheran Church     
           The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

   P.O. BOX 66—PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA 56361 

 

    Forwarding & Address Correction Requested 

“Joseph and Jesus: God Meant It for Good” 

Feb     14    Ash Wednesday Sold for Silver   Genesis 37 

Feb     21  Lenten Service     Unjustly Accused Genesis 39 

Feb     28   Lenten Service     Remember Me  Genesis 40 

March   6  Lenten Service     Royal Robes  Genesis 41 

March 13  Lenten Service      Forgiven   Genesis 42-45 

March 20  Lenten Service     Redeemer of All  Genesis 47  

Soup and Sandwich Suppers 6 pm  

Lenten Service 7 pm 
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